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Bengaluru: Lalbagh percolation wells lift groundwater
levels

In Lalbagh, close to 440 percolation wells have been dug by United Way of Bengaluru (UWBe), a non-profit
organisation, to capture runoff water, impacting the ground water levels directly.

8 Sneha Ramesh
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Percolation wells in Lalbagh. Credit: DH file Photo

Bengaluru: The impact of percolation wells dug at Lalbagh is being felt significantly now. A long-term

study has shown that groundwater levels in Lalbagh have increased by close to four metres since 2021
when work on percolation wells began.
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In Lalbagh, close to 440 percolation wells have been dug by United Way of Bengaluru (UWBe), a non-
profit organisation, to capture runoff water, impacting the ground water levels directly.

“Percolation wells have been able to collect close to 56,365 cubic metres of runoff rainwater which has
percolated into the water table, improving the water levels,” said Sriram Ananthanarayanan, director,
new initiatives and impact, UWBe.

road project

Also Read: Karnataka High Court asks government to clarify if
Lalbagh trees will be felled for twin-tunnel road project

As a result of the improvement in groundwater levels, the area which was once categorised as ‘over
exploited’ with 103% extraction of groundwater, has now moved to ‘safe’ levels with just 64%
groundwater extraction.
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While percolation wells have played a major factor in improving groundwater levels, other natural
factors may have also had some impact on the groundwater levels, representatives from UwBe
maintained.

Horticulture department officials said many borewells that had dried up have come back to life and
dependence on piped water has reduced significantly.

“The health of many deep rooted trees and perennial trees has also improved. Need for sprinklers has
come down drastically and now they are mostly used only in summer,” said M Jagadeesh, joint
director, Lalbagh Botanical Garden.

Apart from improving groundwater levels, percolation wells have helped in many other ways
including preventing of floods.

“During rains, water going out of Lalbagh would flood surrounding areas. Now, that close to 40% of the
runoff water is collected in percolation wells, water going outside has reduced, preventing floods,”
Ananthanarayanan said.

Jagadeesh also said that in many areas inside Lalbagh, soil erosion owing to runoff water has come
down.

“The runoff water would come down with force and result in soil erosion in a few areas. Now that the
rainwater percolates into the ground, soil erosion has also come down significantly,” he said.

Various organisations are working closely with the Greater Bengaluru Authority (GBA) to dig up
percolation wells in parks and other open spaces. So far, in Bengaluru, over 2.5 lakh such wells have
been dug up and many more have been planned.

Benefits of percolation wells

* Improvement in groundwater levels

* Prevents soil erosion

* Prevents floods in surrounding areas Powered By

* Improves health of deep rooted and perennial trees
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New Launch Tata Housing Varnam-Bengaluru
Spacious 3 BHK residences with balconies starting from ¥1.56 Cr*.

TATA Housing | Sponsored

3 BHK from %1.56 Cr* at North Bengaluru
Launching Varnam Phase 1 by TATA Housing at North Bengaluru.
TATA Housing | Sponsored

Exclusive Villa Plots at Lagos by Brick & Milestone from 85 Lakhs* near Yelahanka
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MTech in Data Science & Al without quitting your job

Prepare for your Dream Job in Data Science, Artificial Intelligence by joining PES University M.Tech in Data Science and Atrtificial
Intelligence Degree in Full-Time / Weekend Learning Formats.

PES University | Sponsored Apply Now

Brigade Year End Bonanza 2025 in Bangalore, Best days to buy your dream home

Brigade Avalon Project at Brigade Year End Bonanza 2025! 3.5 & 4 BHK Homes Starting at ¥4.62 Cr Onwards* in
Whitefield Savings Upto %10 Lakhs* Flexi-Payment Plans. Win an iPhone 17 on Booking* Limited-time Offer.

Brigade Group | Sponsored Learn More

Spacious 3 & 4 BHK 2.6 Cr* In Marathahalli | Coming Soon
Spacious 3 & 4 BHK at Century Marathahalli. With top class indoor & outdoor amenities.

Century Marathahalli | Sponsored Learn More

Near RTMI 3 BHK Apartment Near Manyata Tech Park
Move into ultra-luxury flats crafted for elite living in Bangalore’s prime locality. Near Ready-to-Move Flats.

Codename GreaterThanGood | Sponsored Book Now

A couple’s guide to New Zealand

Planning a romantic escape? Discover expert travel tips on New Zealand’s most breathtaking stays, secret hideaways, and must-see
destinations made for two.

Air New Zealand | Sponsored Learn More

Luxury 3&4 Beds Near Marathahalli Bridge
Enjoy seamless connectivity to ORR, top IT parks, schools, and hospitals

Century Marathahalli | Sponsored Learn More
Powered By
Karnataka Accident Update: Bus Topples in Maddur
Deccan Herald
SUV gutted after crash on Bengaluru-Mysuru highway
Deccan Herald
ADVERTISEMENT
Move Flats.
Codename GreaterThanGood | Sponsored
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Stock Traders in Bangalore, Don’t Miss This Intraday Strategy
Join Bala Sir's Market Profile Masterclass and Learn How to Trade Smarter by 11 AM. Sign Up Now.

TradeWise | Sponsored

How PMI's smoke-free pivot is reshaping the global tobacco industry and redefining sustainability
This has been pixeled. Please do let me know if you dont see it, as we're seeing issues with these sticking, team
wide

Business Insider | Sponsored Learn More

THE BEAR HOUSE: Timeless Men’s Classics

Explore a curated collection of premium men’s fashion made for modern lifestyles. Superior fabrics, refined fits, and
thoughtful designs make The Bear House the perfect upgrade for your wardrobe.

The Bear House | Sponsored

Former AirAsia India CFO Explains IndiGo Crisis, Blames Poor Prep for FDTL Rule Change

Deccan Herald

Ex-CUDA president, two family members die in road mishap

Deccan Herald

Modern Styles for Men

Refresh your wardrobe with high-quality men’s apparel designed for comfort and confidence. Explore stylish shirts, polos, and tees
made to elevate your everyday look with effortless versatility.

The Bear House | Sponsored Powered By

New Honda Elevate ADV! Biggest year-end benefits up to %1,76,000.
Avail biggest year-end benefits up to %1,76,000. Elevate Range Starts %10.99 Lakh

hondacarindia | Sponsored Book Now

Bangalore’'s New Benchmark in Fine Living

Own a Sobha masterpiece in a location poised for exponential growth. Limited le
ADVERTISEMENT

IndiGo Crisis: Mamata Banerjee Blames Centre for ‘Complete Lack of Planning’


https://greaterthangood.centuryrealestate.in/
https://greaterthangood.centuryrealestate.in/
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Tea & Twilight Whitefield: Your Smart Pre-Launch Home
2-,3- & 4-BHK in Siddapura, Whitefield, near Nallurahalli Metro & IT hubs.

Codename Tea & Twilight | Sponsored

Manyata Ekamoi | Luxury Villa Plots in Sarjapur
Manyata Ekamoi is an exclusive luxury villa plots development by Manyata Developers, located in Sarjapur Road , Bangalore.

Manyata | Sponsored

Pre-Launch 3 & 4 BHK at Codename E-119, Whitefield

11-acre luxury enclave in Thubarahalli with metro access & ORR connectivity.
Codename E-119 | Sponsored

Live in Luxury at Sarjapur’s Hottest Project
Step into luxury living by Sobha. Stylish residences, grand clubhouse, and serene surroundings in Bangalore’s top location.

Sobha Royal Pavilion | Sponsored

The cost of hearing aids in Bangalore might surprise you
Recommended by audiologist
Hearing Aids | Sponsored

Mountain Gear for Extreme Conditions
Shop the best in outdoor gear and apparel. High-altitude jackets, trekking boots, and more for your next adventure.

Trek Kit India | Sponsored
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Drive home the Honda Amaze with ADAS & CVT starting at Rs. 9.99 Lakh*.
Star performer now rated 5-star Safe. Drive Home Honda Amaze with benefits up to ¥87000*

hondacarindia | Sponsored

The all-new Seltos
Join us for the Global Premiere of the all-new Kia Seltos on 10th Dec, 12:30 PM.

Kia India | Sponsored

Looking for a Personal Loan? Check here.

Poonawala Fincorp | Sponsored

Bengal Tension Update: Suspended TMC MLA Lays ‘Babri-Style’ Mosque

Deccan Herald

Palash Muchhal Calls Off Wedding With Smriti Mandhana; Warns Legal Action Against Rumours

Deccan Herald

Are you eligible for a pre-approved loan?

Poonawala Fincorp | Sponsored

Why Indian Women Are Choosing Pyrite Anklets For Abundance

Inspired by Goddess Lakshmi's energy, these natural pyrite anklets are designet. .. .c.iic.. cociunng weriimorive weee S4By
Handcrafted with adjustable fit.

Money Magnet Band | Sponsored Learn More

More capacity. Less water and energy.
Juice producer Tial reduced product losses by 92% with our aseptic blending solution.

Tetra Pak | Sponsored Learn More
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