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Bengaluru: Lalbagh percolation wells lift groundwater
levels
In Lalbagh, close to 440 percolation wells have been dug by United Way of Bengaluru (UWBe), a non-profit
organisation, to capture runoff water, impacting the ground water levels directly.
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Percolation wells in Lalbagh. Credit: DH file Photo

Bengaluru: The impact of percolation wells dug at Lalbagh is being felt significantly now. A long-term
study has shown that groundwater levels in Lalbagh have increased by close to four metres since 2021
when work on percolation wells began. 
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In Lalbagh, close to 440 percolation wells have been dug by United Way of Bengaluru (UWBe), a non-
profit organisation, to capture runoff water, impacting the ground water levels directly. 

“Percolation wells have been able to collect close to 56,365 cubic metres of runoff rainwater which has
percolated into the water table, improving the water levels,” said Sriram Ananthanarayanan, director,
new initiatives and impact, UWBe.

Also Read: Karnataka High Court asks government to clarify if Lalbagh trees will be felled for twin-tunnel
road project

Also Read: Karnataka High Court asks government to clarify if
Lalbagh trees will be felled for twin-tunnel road project

As a result of the improvement in groundwater levels, the area which was once categorised as ‘over
exploited’ with 103% extraction of groundwater, has now moved to ‘safe’ levels with just 64%
groundwater extraction.
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While percolation wells have played a major factor in improving groundwater levels, other natural
factors may have also had some impact on the groundwater levels, representatives from UwBe
maintained.

Horticulture department officials said many borewells that had dried up have come back to life and
dependence on piped water has reduced significantly. 

“The health of many deep rooted trees and perennial trees has also improved. Need for sprinklers has
come down drastically and now they are mostly used only in summer,” said M Jagadeesh, joint
director, Lalbagh Botanical Garden.

Apart from improving groundwater levels, percolation wells have helped in many other ways
including preventing of floods.

“During rains, water going out of Lalbagh would flood surrounding areas. Now, that close to 40% of the
runoff water is collected in percolation wells, water going outside has reduced, preventing floods,”
Ananthanarayanan said.

Jagadeesh also said that in many areas inside Lalbagh, soil erosion owing to runoff water has come
down. 

“The runoff water would come down with force and result in soil erosion in a few areas. Now that the
rainwater percolates into the ground, soil erosion has also come down significantly,” he said.

Various organisations are working closely with the Greater Bengaluru Authority (GBA) to dig up
percolation wells in parks and other open spaces. So far, in Bengaluru, over 2.5 lakh such wells have
been dug up and many more have been planned.

Benefits of percolation wells

* Improvement in groundwater levels

* Prevents soil erosion

* Prevents floods in surrounding areas

* Improves health of deep rooted and perennial trees
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When should you visit NZ?
Unpack New Zealand's weather by season and see what adventures each time of year offers. From autumn colours to summer surf, 
New Zealand has something for everybody.

Book Now
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MTech in Data Science & AI without quitting your job
Prepare for your Dream Job in Data Science, Artificial Intelligence by joining PES University M.Tech in Data Science and Artificial 
Intelligence Degree in Full-Time / Weekend Learning Formats.

Apply Now
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Brigade Year End Bonanza 2025 in Bangalore, Best days to buy your dream home
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Whitefield Savings Upto ₹10 Lakhs* Flexi-Payment Plans. Win an iPhone 17 on Booking* Limited-time Offer.

Learn More
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Spacious 3 & 4 BHK ₹2.6 Cr* In Marathahalli | Coming Soon
Spacious 3 & 4 BHK at Century Marathahalli. With top class indoor & outdoor amenities.
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Codename GreaterThanGood | Sponsored

Near RTMI 3 BHK Apartment Near Manyata Tech Park
Move into ultra-luxury flats crafted for elite living in Bangalore’s prime locality. Near Ready-to-Move Flats.

Book Now

Air New Zealand | Sponsored

A couple’s guide to New Zealand​
Planning a romantic escape? Discover expert travel tips on New Zealand’s most breathtaking stays, secret hideaways, and must-see 
destinations made for two.​

Learn More

Century Marathahalli | Sponsored

Luxury 3&4 Beds Near Marathahalli Bridge
Enjoy seamless connectivity to ORR, top IT parks, schools, and hospitals

Learn More

Deccan Herald

Deccan Herald

Karnataka Accident Update: Bus Topples in Maddur

SUV gutted after crash on Bengaluru-Mysuru highway
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Codename GreaterThanGood - Near Ready To Move In 3 BHK
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