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While the reservoir levels are going down by the day, the borewells in the city have also dried up and experts 

have pointed out that the city’s failure to make the best use of the little rain it received had made the situation 

worse. 

Sneha Ramesh 

Last Updated 21 January 2024, 03:06 IST 

 

Percolation wells boost groundwater levels and prevent flooding.  
DH Photo 
The Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) is aiming to dig at least 1,000 percolation pits 
across 115 parks in the city within the next monsoons. The groundwater levels across the city have 
plummeted owing to the poor monsoons this year and as a result, many of the borewells in the city 
have dried up. While the reservoir levels are going down by the day, the borewells in the city have also 
dried up and experts have pointed out that the city’s failure to make the best use of the little rain it 
received had made the situation worse.  

BBMP to dig at least 1,000 percolation pits 
across 115 parks 
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“To improve the groundwater levels, it is important to catch the rain. Percolation pits will help 
improve the groundwater levels significantly and this could provide some relief for the water crisis 
the city might face. We need to dig more such structures to facilitate percolation,” said Vishwanath S, a 
Water conservation expert. 

The parks and locations were identified after a detailed study and survey of the areas. “We have 
conducted a survey and based on the topography and water movement, we have identified the most 
suitable locations for the pits,” said M R Chandrashekar, Deputy Director, Horticulture (BBMP).  

Over the last few years, many non-profit organisations and a few government agencies have taken the 
initiative to dig up percolation wells and over two lakh such wells have been dug up across the city. In 
Lalbagh, where close to 300 percolation wells have been dug, the groundwater level is said to have 
come up by nearly 10 feet.  

While on one hand, the percolation wells help improve the groundwater levels, on the other hand, it 
also helps prevent flooding, explained Sriram Ananthanarayanan, Director (Projects), United Way Of 
Bengaluru, a non-profit organisation that has helped set up close to 4,000 percolation pits in the city.  

“It is critical that we identify open areas to ensure that the runoff water is captured. We have taken up 
a contour survey across the city to identify such strategic spots. Capturing the runoff water will also 
help prevent floods,” he said.  

Each percolation well could cost close to Rs 40,000 and will help catch close to 1.24 lakh litres of 
water annually. The BBMP has tied up with non-profit organisations to utilise the Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) funds available.  

https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/bengaluru/bbmp-to-dig-at-least-1000-percolation-pits-across-115-

parks-2857945 
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Rural Rising Journey Transforms Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, Coimbatore 

Covai Post Network 

January 24, 2024 

 

Coimbatore, January 22, 2024 : In collaboration with NGO partner United Way Bengaluru (UWBe) and 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, in the Sulthanpet block of Coimbatore, Herbalife successfully rolled out an 

important initiative called Rural Rising, an integrated rural development program. Herbalife has continuously 

supported the program for the last three years in other districts of Karnataka and the Wayanad district of 

Kerala. 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, with a Human Development Index well below the state average, faced challenges in 

various areas. To complement the Gram Panchayat’s efforts, the Rural Rising initiative addressed critical needs 

such as education, health and hygiene, water, livelihood, and clean energy, areas where communities 

encountered significant challenges. 

Today marked a significant milestone as the initiatives rolled out last year were inaugurated with 

distinguished guests, including, Honourable Additional Collector; Shri Vijaya Kumar and Smt. Revathi, Block 

Development Officers from Sultanpet Shri E. Francis Charles, Assistant Educational Officer; Smt. 

https://www.covaipost.com/author-list/?author=Covai%20Post%20Network


 

Murugeshwari, DPO, Sulthanpet; Govinda Raj, Panchayat President from Vadavalli; , Regional Head Herbalife, 

and United Way Bengaluru team. 

Under Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the initiative rolled out a program called Born Learning 

Campaign to create a conducive learning and development environment in Vadavalli and Akkanaickenpalayam 

Anganwadi Centres (AWCs). This involved upgrading AWCs, providing teaching and learning resources, 

establishing libraries, and enhancing the capacity of Anganwadi Workers and Helpers through ECCE training. 

Additionally, one Nutrition Garden was developed in an Anganwadi Centre, along with the creation of 10 

household-level kitchen gardens. A total of 663 Nutrition kits were distributed to children and their families.  

As part of the School Empowerment Initiative, support was provided to Akkanaickenpalayam Govt Primary 

School and High School. This included setting up solar-powered classrooms, contribution of library books, 

renovating staff rooms and classrooms, toilets for girls and boys and providing an incinerator for girls, 

meeting the schools’ specific requirements. 

Awareness sessions were conducted as part of the hygiene intervention, and 228 hygiene kits were distributed 

to students and school staff. The awareness sessions helped students understand the importance of hygiene in 

their daily routines. The interactive session covered vital practices, such as handwashing before and after 

meals, maintaining clean and trimmed nails, and regular teeth brushing. During a follow -up community visit, it 

was discovered that children consistently used the kits, adhering to the instructions provided during the 

awareness session and educating their parents about hygiene and sanitation.  

An Overhead Tank (OHT) was installed in collaboration with the Panchayat to ensure quality drinking water. A 

60,000-litre OHT tank was constructed with the installation of pipelines, benefiting 250 households and 

enhancing the availability and accessibility of drinking water. 

Support was provided to Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) under the livelihood and inclusion initiative. Eleven 

PWDs received livestock, three individuals received mobility vehicles, and a school -going boy received a 

hearing aid. 

In the interest of renewable energy, 50 solar streetlights were installed. These solar streetlights enhanced 

safety and security for villagers and triggered a ripple effect of economic and social benefits, uplifting the 

entire community. In one of the many cases, Saranya, a beautician, faced challenges due to inadequate lighting 

until solar streetlights changed everything. Previously, commuting during early or late hours was challenging, 

relying on family members for accompaniment. Well-lit streets now allow her to work longer hours without 

fear, transforming her family’s financial condition. Supporting a family of six, Saranya can now invest in her 

business, expand services, and hire women from her village, contributing to the economic growth of her 

community. 

A total of 1631 people will be directly benefitted through this initiative.  

“Our approach is not just implementing good initiatives; it’s about empowering communities to take 

ownership, ensuring sustainability far beyond our involvement. The Rural Rising Program exemplifies our 

vision. In collaboration with our CSR partner, we created a sustainable legacy of positive change in the 



 

community by engaging and developing the capacities of local administration and community members, 

formed strategic partnerships, and meticulously planned for maintenance.”, said Rajesh Krishnan, Chief 

Executive Officer, United Way of Bengaluru. 

Ajay Khanna, Senior Vice President and Managing Director, Herbalife India, said, “Our vision, shared with 

United Way Bengaluru, has transformed lives across Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu for over three years. 

Today, Vadavalli Gram Panchayat in Coimbatore stands as a testament to that commitment. From upgraded 

Anganwadis to empowered PWDs, each milestone fuels our confidence. We see families securing livelihoods 

and children armed with renewed dignity and hope, inspiring us to push forward, building a brighter future, 

together.” 

https://www.covaipost.com/coimbatore/three-year-rural-rising-journey-transforms-vadavalli-gram-panchayat-

coimbatore/ 
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‘ரூரல் ரரசிங்” திட்டத்தால்  வடவள்ளி 
கிராமப் பஞ்சாயத்து புதிய மாற்றம் 
January 23, 2024 CovaiMail General, News Comments Offon ‘ரூரல் ரரசிங்” திட்டத்தால்  வடவள்ளி 
கிராமப் பஞ்சாயத்து புதிய மாற்றம் 

 

வடவள்ளி கிராமப் பஞ்சாயத்துடன் இரைந்து, ஹெர்பாரைஃப், ஒருங்கிரைந்த கிராமப்புற 
மமம்பாட்டுத் திட்டமான ‘ரூரல் ரரசிங்’ என்ற முயற்சிரய ஹவற்றிகரமாகச் 
ஹசயல்படுத்தியுள்ளது ஹெர்பாரைஃப் தனது என்.ஜி.ஒ. பார்ட்னரான யுரனஹடட் மவ-வுடன் 
இரைந்து மாநிை சராசரிரய விட மிகக் குரறவான மனித வளர்ச்சிக் குறியடீ்ரடக் 
ஹகாண்டுள்ள வடவள்ளி கிராமப் பஞ்சாயத்து, பல்மவறு பிரிவுகளில் சவால்கரள 
எதிர்ஹகாண்டது. 

கிராமப் பஞ்சாயத்தின் முயற்சிகரள நிரறவு ஹசய்யும் வரகயில், ரூரல் ரரசிங் 
முன்முயற்சியானது, அங்கு வாழும் மக்கள் குறிப்பிடத்தக்க சவால்கரள எதிர்ஹகாண்ட 
பிரிவுகளான கல்வி, சுத்தம் மற்றும் சுகாதாரம், தண்ைரீ், வாழ்வாதாரம் மற்றும் 
தூய்ரமயான எரிசக்தி மபான்ற முக்கியமான மதரவகரள நிவர்த்தி ஹசய்தது. 

கூடுதல் ஆட்சியர் விஜய குமார் மற்றும் மரவதி, சுல்தான்மபட்ரட வட்டார வளர்ச்சி 
அலுவைர், இ.பிரான்சிஸ் சார்ைஸ், உதவிக் கல்வி அலுவைர்;   முருமகஸ்வரி, மாவட்ட 
வளர்ச்சி அலுவைர், சுல்தான்மபட்ரட; மகாவிந்த ராஜ், வடவள்ளி பஞ்சாயத்து தரைவர்; 

மண்டை தரைவர் ஹெர்பாரைஃப், மற்றும் யுரனஹடட் மவ குழு உட்பட சிறப்பு 
விருந்தினர்களுடன் ஹதாடங்கி ரவக்கப்படுவது ஒரு குறிப்பிடத்தக்க ரமல்கல் 
நிகழ்வாகும். 

ஆரம்ப காை குழந்ரதப் பராமரிப்பு மற்றும் கல்வியின் கீழ், வடவள்ளி மற்றும் 
அக்கநாயக்கன்பாரளயம் அங்கன்வாடி ரமயங்களில் உகந்த கற்றல் மற்றும் மமம்பாட்டுச் 

https://www.covaimail.com/?m=202401
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சூழரை உருவாக்குவதற்காக, ‘பார்ன் மைர்னிங் மகம்ரபன்’ என்ற திட்டத்ரத இந்த முயற்சி 
அறிமுகப்படுத்தியது. இந்த திட்டத்தில் எடபிள்யூசி-கரள மமம்படுத்துதல், கற்பித்தல் 
மற்றும் கற்றல் வளங்கரள வழங்குதல், நூைகங்கரள நிறுவுதல் மற்றும் இசிசிஇ பயிற்சி 
மூைம் அங்கன்வாடி பைியாளர்கள் மற்றும் உதவியாளர்களின் திறரன மமம்படுத்துதல் 
ஆகியரவ அடங்கும். கூடுதைாக, ஒரு அங்கன்வாடி ரமயத்தில் ஒரு சத்துைவுத் 
மதாட்டம் உருவாக்கப்பட்டது. அதனுடன் 10 வடீ்டு அளவிைான சரமயைரறத் 
மதாட்டங்கள் உருவாக்கப்பட்டன. குழந்ரதகள் மற்றும் அவர்களது குடும்பங்களுக்கு 
ஹமாத்தம் 663 சத்துைவு ஹதாகுப்புகள் வழங்கப்பட்டன. 

பள்ளி வலுவூட்டல் முயற்சியின் ஒரு பகுதியாக, அக்கநாயக்கன்பாரளயம் அரசு ஹதாடக்கப் 
பள்ளி மற்றும் உயர்நிரைப் பள்ளிக்கு உதவிகள் வழங்கப்பட்டது. இதில் சூரிய சக்தியில் 
இயங்கும் வகுப்பரறகள் அரமத்தல், நூைகங்களுக்கு புத்தகங்கள் வழங்குதல், பைியாளர் 
ஓய்வு அரறகள் மற்றும் வகுப்பரறகரள புதுப்பித்தல், ஹபண்கள் மற்றும் 
சிறுவர்களுக்கான கழிப்பரறகள் மற்றும் ஹபண்களுக்கான நாப்கின் எரியூட்டிரய 
வழங்குதல், பள்ளிகளின் குறிப்பிட்ட மதரவகரளப் பூர்த்தி ஹசய்தல் ஆகியரவ அடங்கும். 

சுகாதார இரடயடீ்டின் ஒரு பகுதியாக விழிப்புைர்வு அமர்வுகள் நடத்தப்பட்டன, மமலும் 
228 சுகாதாரத் ஹதாகுப்புகள் மாைவர்களுக்கும் பள்ளி ஊழியர்களுக்கும் வழங்கப்பட்டது. 
மாைவர்கள் தங்கள் அன்றாட நரடமுரறகளில் சுகாதாரத்தின் முக்கியத்துவத்ரதப் 
புரிந்துஹகாள்ள இந்த விழிப்புைர்வு அமர்வுகள் உதவியது. கைந்துரரயாடல் அமர்வு 
உைவுக்கு முன்னும் பின்னும் ரககரள கழுவுதல், சுத்தமாகவும், ஹவட்டப்பட்ட 
நகங்கரளப் பராமரித்தல் மற்றும் தினசரி பல் துைக்குதல் மபான்ற முக்கிய 
நரடமுரறகரள உள்ளடக்கியிருந்தது. அரதத் ஹதாடர்ந்ததான ஒரு மறு வருரகயில், 

விழிப்புைர்வு அமர்வின் மபாது வழங்கப்பட்ட வழிமுரறகரளப் பின்பற்றி, குழந்ரதகள் 
ஹதாடர்ந்து சுகாதாரத் ஹதாகுப்புகரள பயன்படுத்துவதும், அவர்களின் ஹபற்மறாருக்கு சுத்தம் 
மற்றும் சுகாதாரம் குறித்துக் கற்பிப்பதும் கண்டறியப்பட்டது. 

தரமான குடிநீரர உறுதி ஹசய்வதற்காக ஊராட்சியுடன் இரைந்து மமல்நிரைத் ஹதாட்டி 
ஒன்று நிறுவப்பட்டது. 60,000-ைிட்டர் ஹகாள்ளளவு ஹகாண்ட ஓஹெச்டி ஹதாட்டியுடன், குடிநீர் 
குழாய்கள் நிறுவப்பட்டு, 250 குடும்பங்கள் பயனரடந்துள்ளன. இது தரமான குடிநீர் எளிதில் 
கிரடப்பரத உறுதிப்படுத்துகிறது. 

வாழ்வாதாரம் மற்றும் ஒன்று மசர்த்தல் முயற்சியின் கீழ் மாற்றுத்திறனாளிகளுக்கு 
ஆதரவு வழங்கப்பட்டது. பதிஹனாரு மாற்றுத்திறனாளிகள் கால்நரடகரளப் ஹபற்றனர், 

மூன்று நபர்கள் நடமாடுவதற்கான வாகனங்கரளப் ஹபற்றனர் மற்றும் ஒரு பள்ளிக்குச் 
ஹசல்லும் சிறுவன் காது மகட்கும் கருவிரயப் ஹபற்றார். 

புதுப்பிக்கத்தக்க எரிசக்தி பயன்பாட்டிற்காக 50 மசாைார் ஹதருவிளக்குகள் நிறுவப்பட்டன. 
இந்த மசாைார் ஹதருவிளக்குகள் கிராம மக்களின் பாதுகாப்ரப மமம்படுத்தியது மற்றும் 
ஒட்டுஹமாத்த சமூகத்ரதயும் மமம்படுத்தும் வரகயில் ஹபாருளாதார மற்றும் சமூக 
நைன்களின் ஹதாடர் விரளரவ ஏற்படுத்தியது. உதாரைமான பை நிகழ்வுகளில் ஒன்றில், 

அழகுக்கரை நிபுைரான சரண்யா, மசாைார் ஹதருவிளக்குகள் பயன்பாட்டிற்கு வரும்வரர 
மபாதிய ஹவளிச்சமின்ரமயால் பல்மவறு சவால்கரள எதிர்ஹகாண்டார். அதற்குமுன்னர், 

அதிகாரை அல்ைது இரவு மநரங்களில் பயைம் ஹசய்வது சவாைானதாக இருந்தது, 

துரைக்கு குடும்ப உறுப்பினர்கரள நம்பி இருக்க மவண்டியிருந்தது. தற்மபாது நல்ை 
ஹவளிச்சமுள்ள ஹதருக்கள் இருப்பது, அவரர பயமின்றி அதிக மநரம் மவரை ஹசய்ய 
அனுமதிக்கின்றது. அவருரடய குடும்பத்தின் நிதி நிரைரம மமம்பட்டுள்ளது. ஆறு மபர் 
ஹகாண்ட குடும்பத்ரத பராமரிக்கும் சரண்யா, இப்மபாது தனது ஹதாழிைில் முதலீடு 
ஹசய்யைாம், மசரவகரள விரிவுபடுத்தைாம் மற்றும் தனது கிராமத்ரதச் மசர்ந்த 
ஹபண்கரள மவரைக்கு அமர்த்தைாம். இவற்றின்மூைம், அவர் சார்ந்த சமூகத்தின் 
ஹபாருளாதார வளர்ச்சிக்கு பங்களிப்பு ஹசய்யைாம். இந்த முயற்சியின் மூைம் ஹமாத்தம் 
1631 மபர் மநரடியாக பயனரடவார்கள். 



 

“எங்கள் அணுகுமுரற நல்ை முன்முயற்சிகரள ஹசயல்படுத்துவது மட்டுமல்ல் 
சமூகங்களுக்கு உரிரமயளிப்பது, நமது ஈடுபாட்டிற்கு அப்பாற்பட்ட நிரைத்தன்ரமரய 
உறுதி ஹசய்வது ஆகியரவயும் ஆகும். ரூரல் ரரசிங் திட்டம் எங்கள் பார்ரவரய 
எடுத்துக்காட்டுகிறது. எங்கள் ஹபருநிறுவன சமூகப் பங்களிப்பு கூட்டாளருடன் இரைந்து, 

உள்ளூர் நிர்வாகம் மற்றும் சமூக உறுப்பினர்களின் திறன்கரள ஈடுபடுத்தி 
மமம்படுத்துவதன் மூைம், சமூகம், ஹசயல்திட்ட கூட்டாண்ரமகரள உருவாக்கி, 
மநர்மரறயான மாற்றத்திற்கான நிரையான பாரம்பரியத்ரத உருவாக்கிமனாம். அதன் 
பராமரிப்பிற்காக உன்னிப்பாகத் திட்டமிடப்பட்டது.” என்று யுரனஹடட் மவ ஆஃப் 
ஹபங்களூருவின் தரைரம நிர்வாக அதிகாரி ராமஜஷ் கிருஷ்ைன் ஹதரிவித்தார். 

ஹெர்பாரைஃப் இந்தியாவின் மூத்த துரைத் தரைவர் மற்றும் நிர்வாக இயக்குநர் அஜய் 
கண்ைா கூறுரகயில், “யுரனஹடட் மவ ஹபங்களூருவுடன் பகிர்ந்து ஹகாள்ளப்பட்ட எங்கள் 
ஹதாரைமநாக்கு பார்ரவயானது, மூன்று ஆண்டுகளுக்கும் மமைாக கர்நாடகா, மகரளா 
மற்றும் தமிழ்நாடு முழுவதும் பைரது வாழ்க்ரகரய மாற்றியுள்ளது. அந்த உறுதிப்பாட்டின் 
சான்றாக தற்மபாது மகாயம்புத்தூரில் உள்ள வடவள்ளி கிராமப் பஞ்சாயத்து திகழ்கிறது. 
மமம்படுத்தப்பட்ட அங்கன்வாடிகள் முதல் மமம்பாடு அரடந்த மாற்றுத்திறனாளிகள் வரர, 

ஒவ்ஹவாரு ரமல்கல்லும் நம் நம்பிக்ரகரயத் தூண்டுகிறது. குடும்பங்கள் 
வாழ்வாதாரத்ரதப் ஹபறுவரதயும், புதுப்பிக்கப்பட்ட கண்ைியம் மற்றும் நம்பிக்ரகயுடன் 
திகழும் குழந்ரதகரளயும் நாங்கள் பார்க்கிமறாம். இது முன்மனாக்கிச் ஹசயல்பட, 

பிரகாசமான எதிர்காைத்ரத ஒன்றாகக் கட்டிஹயழுப்ப எங்கரளத் தூண்டுகிறது.” என்று 
ஹதரிவித்தார். 

https://www.covaimail.com/?p=101349 
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Published on January 26, 2024 

 

Coimbatore : In collaboration with NGO partner United Way Bengaluru (UWBe) and Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, in 
the Sulthanpet block of Coimbatore, Herbalife successfully rolled out an important initiative called Rural Rising, an 
integrated rural development program. Herbalife has continuously supported the program for the last three years in 
other districts of Karnataka and the Wayanad district of Kerala. 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, with a Human Development Index well below the state average, faced challenges in various 
areas. To complement the Gram Panchayat’s efforts, the Rural Rising initiative addressed critical needs such as 
education, health and hygiene, water, livelihood, and clean energy, areas where communities encountered significant 
challenges. 

Today marked a significant milestone as the initiatives rolled out last year were inaugurated with distinguished guests, 
including, Honourable Additional Collector; Shri Vijaya Kumar and Smt. Revathi, Block Development Officers from 
Sultanpet Shri E. Francis Charles, Assistant Educational Officer; Smt. Murugeshwari, DPO, Sulthanpet; Govinda Raj, 
Panchayat President from Vadavalli; , Regional Head Herbalife, and United Way Bengaluru team. 

Under Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the initiative rolled out a program called Born Learning 
Campaign to create a conducive learning and development environment in Vadavalli and Akkanaickenpalayam 
Anganwadi Centres (AWCs). This involved upgrading AWCs, providing teaching and learning resources, establishing 
libraries, and enhancing the capacity of Anganwadi Workers and Helpers through ECCE training. Additionally, one 
Nutrition Garden was developed in an Anganwadi Centre, along with the creation of 10 household-level kitchen 
gardens. A total of 663 Nutrition kits were distributed to children and their families. 

As part of the School Empowerment Initiative, support was provided to Akkanaickenpalayam Govt Primary School 
and High School. This included setting up solar-powered classrooms, contribution of library books, renovating staff 
rooms and classrooms, toilets for girls and boys and providing an incinerator for girls, meeting the schools’ specific 
requirements. 

Awareness sessions were conducted as part of the hygiene intervention, and 228 hygiene kits were distributed to 
students and school staff. The awareness sessions helped students understand the importance of hygiene in their daily 
routines. The interactive session covered vital practices, such as handwashing before and after meals, maintaining 
clean and trimmed nails, and regular teeth brushing. During a follow-up community visit, it was discovered that 



 

children consistently used the kits, adhering to the instructions provided during the awareness session and educating 
their parents about hygiene and sanitation. 

An Overhead Tank (OHT) was installed in collaboration with the Panchayat to ensure quality drinking water. A 
60,000-litre OHT tank was constructed with the installation of pipelines, benefiting 250 households and enhancing 
the availability and accessibility of drinking water. 

Support was provided to Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) under the livelihood and inclusion initiative. Eleven PWDs 
received livestock, three individuals received mobility vehicles, and a school-going boy received a hearing aid. 

In the interest of renewable energy, 50 solar streetlights were installed. These solar streetlights enhanced safety and 
security for villagers and triggered a ripple effect of economic and social benefits, uplifting the entire community. In 
one of the many cases, Saranya, a beautician, faced challenges due to inadequate lighting until solar streetlights 
changed everything. Previously, commuting during early or late hours was challenging, relying on family members for 
accompaniment. Well-lit streets now allow her to work longer hours without fear, transforming her family’s financial 
condition. Supporting a family of six, Saranya can now invest in her business, expand services, and hire women from 
her village, contributing to the economic growth of her community. 

A total of 1631 people will be directly benefitted through this initiative. 

“Our approach is not just implementing good initiatives; it’s about empowering communities to take ownership, 
ensuring sustainability far beyond our involvement. The Rural Rising Program exemplifies our vision. In collaboration 
with our CSR partner, we created a sustainable legacy of positive change in the community by engaging and 
developing the capacities of local administration and community members, formed strategic partnerships, and 
meticulously planned for maintenance.”, said Rajesh Krishnan, Chief Executive Officer, United Way of Bengaluru. 

Ajay Khanna, Senior Vice President and Managing Director, Herbalife India, said, “Our vision, shared with United 
Way Bengaluru, has transformed lives across Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu for over three years. Today, 
Vadavalli Gram Panchayat in Coimbatore stands as a testament to that commitment. From upgraded Anganwadis to 
empowered PWDs, each milestone fuels our confidence. We see families securing livelihoods and children armed with 
renewed dignity and hope, inspiring us to push forward, building a brighter future, together.” 

https://www.apnnews.com/herbalife-and-united-way-bengalurus-csr-commitment-to-transforms-lives-in-vadavalli-
gram-panchayat-sultanpet-block-coimbatore/ 
  

https://www.apnnews.com/herbalife-and-united-way-bengalurus-csr-commitment-to-transforms-lives-in-vadavalli-gram-panchayat-sultanpet-block-coimbatore/
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HERBALIFE AND UNITED WAY BENGALURU’S CSR 
COMMITMENT TO TRANSFORMS LIVES IN VADAVALLI 
GRAM PANCHAYAT, SULTANPET BLOCK, COIMBATORE 

January 29, 2024 Rabindra Leave a comment 

Coimbatore, January 29, 2024: In collaboration with NGO partner United Way Bengaluru 

(UWBe) and Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, in the Sulthanpet block of Coimbatore, Herbalife 

successfully rolled out an important initiative called Rural Rising, an integrated rural 

development program. Herbalife has continuously supported the program for the last three 

years in other districts of Karnataka and the Wayanad district of Kerala. 

 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, with a Human Development Index well below the state average, 

faced challenges in various areas. To complement the Gram Panchayat’s efforts, the Rural Rising 

initiative addressed critical needs such as education, health and hygiene, water, livelihood, and 

clean energy, areas where communities encountered significant challenges. 

Today marked a significant milestone as the initiatives rolled out last year were inaugurated 

with distinguished guests, including, Honourable Additional Collector; Shri Vijaya Kumar and 

Smt. Revathi, Block Development Officers from Sultanpet Shri E. Francis Charles, Assistant 

Educational Officer; Smt. Murugeshwari, DPO, Sulthanpet; Govinda Raj, Panchayat President 

from Vadavalli; , Regional Head Herbalife, and United Way Bengaluru team. 

https://bizrapidx.com/business/herbalife-and-united-way-bengalurus-csr-commitment-to-transforms-lives-in-vadavalli-gram-panchayat-sultanpet-block-coimbatore/
https://bizrapidx.com/author/rabindra/
https://bizrapidx.com/business/herbalife-and-united-way-bengalurus-csr-commitment-to-transforms-lives-in-vadavalli-gram-panchayat-sultanpet-block-coimbatore/#respond


 

Under Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the initiative rolled out a program called Born 

Learning Campaign to create a conducive learning and development environment in Vadavalli 

and Akkanaickenpalayam Anganwadi Centres (AWCs). This involved upgrading AWCs, providing 

teaching and learning resources, establishing libraries, and enhancing the capacity of Anganwadi 

Workers and Helpers through ECCE training. Additionally, one Nutrition Garden was developed 

in an Anganwadi Centre, along with the creation of 10 household-level kitchen gardens. A total 

of 663 Nutrition kits were distributed to children and their families. 

As part of the School Empowerment Initiative, support was provided to Akkanaickenpalayam 

Govt Primary School and High School. This included setting up solar-powered classrooms, 

contribution of library books, renovating staff rooms and classrooms, toilets for girls and boys 

and providing an incinerator for girls, meeting the schools’ specific requirements. 

Awareness sessions were conducted as part of the hygiene intervention, and 228 hygiene kits 

were distributed to students and school staff. The awareness sessions helped students 

understand the importance of hygiene in their daily routines. The interactive session covered 

vital practices, such as handwashing before and after meals, maintaining clean and trimmed 

nails, and regular teeth brushing. During a follow-up community visit, it was discovered that 

children consistently used the kits, adhering to the instructions provided during the awareness 

session and educating their parents about hygiene and sanitation. 

An Overhead Tank (OHT) was installed in collaboration with the Panchayat to ensure quality 

drinking water. A 60,000-litre OHT tank was constructed with the installation of pipelines, 

benefiting 250 households and enhancing the availability and accessibility of drinking water. 

Support was provided to Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) under the livelihood and inclusion 

initiative. Eleven PWDs received livestock, three individuals received mobility vehicles, and a 

school-going boy received a hearing aid. 

In the interest of renewable energy, 50 solar streetlights were installed. These solar streetlights 

enhanced safety and security for villagers and triggered a ripple effect of economic and social 

benefits, uplifting the entire community. In one of the many cases, Saranya, a beautician, faced 

challenges due to inadequate lighting until solar streetlights changed everything. Previously, 

commuting during early or late hours was challenging, relying on family members for 

accompaniment. Well-lit streets now allow her to work longer hours without fear, transforming 

her family’s financial condition. Supporting a family of six, Saranya can now invest in her 

business, expand services, and hire women from her village, contributing to the economic 

growth of her community. 

A total of 1631 people will be directly benefitted through this initiative. 

“Our approach is not just implementing good initiatives; it’s about empowering communities to take 

ownership, ensuring sustainability far beyond our involvement. The Rural Rising Program exemplifies 



 

our vision. In collaboration with our CSR partner, we created a sustainable legacy of positive change in 

the community by engaging and developing the capacities of local administration and community 

members, formed strategic partnerships, and meticulously planned for maintenance.”, said Rajesh 

Krishnan, Chief Executive Officer, United Way of Bengaluru. 

Ajay Khanna, Senior Vice President and Managing Director, Herbalife India, said, “Our vision, 

shared with United Way Bengaluru, has transformed lives across Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu for 

over three years. Today, Vadavalli Gram Panchayat in Coimbatore stands as a testament to that 

commitment. From upgraded Anganwadis to empowered PWDs, each milestone fuels our confidence. We 

see families securing livelihoods and children armed with renewed dignity and hope, inspiring us to push 

forward, building a brighter future, together.” 
 

https://bizrapidx.com/business/herbalife-and-united-way-bengalurus-csr-commitment-to-transforms-lives-in-

vadavalli-gram-panchayat-sultanpet-block-coimbatore/ 
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•  Business 

Coimbatore, January 29, 2024: In collaboration with NGO partner United Way Bengaluru (UWBe) and 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, in the Sulthanpet block of Coimbatore, Herbalife successfully rolled out an 

important initiative called Rural Rising, an integrated rural development program. Herbalife has 

continuously supported the program for the last three years in other districts of Karnataka and the Wayanad 

district of Kerala. 

 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, with a Human Development Index well below the state average, faced 

challenges in various areas. To complement the Gram Panchayat’s efforts, the Rural Rising initiative 

addressed critical needs such as education, health and hygiene, water, livelihood, and clean energy, areas 

where communities encountered significant challenges. 

Today marked a significant milestone as the initiatives rolled out last year were inaugurated with 

distinguished guests, including, Honourable Additional Collector; Shri Vijaya Kumar and Smt. Revathi, 

Block Development Officers from Sultanpet Shri E. Francis Charles, Assistant Educational Officer; Smt. 

https://contentmediasolution.com/business/herbalife-and-united-way-bengalurus-csr-commitment-to-transforms-lives-in-vadavalli-gram-panchayat-sultanpet-block-coimbatore/
https://contentmediasolution.com/category/business/


 

Murugeshwari, DPO, Sulthanpet; Govinda Raj, Panchayat President from Vadavalli; , Regional Head 

Herbalife, and United Way Bengaluru team. 

Under Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the initiative rolled out a program called Born 

Learning Campaign to create a conducive learning and development environment in Vadavalli and 

Akkanaickenpalayam Anganwadi Centres (AWCs). This involved upgrading AWCs, providing teaching and 

learning resources, establishing libraries, and enhancing the capacity of Anganwadi Workers and Helpers 

through ECCE training. Additionally, one Nutrition Garden was developed in an Anganwadi Centre, along 

with the creation of 10 household-level kitchen gardens. A total of 663 Nutrition kits were distributed to 

children and their families. 

As part of the School Empowerment Initiative, support was provided to Akkanaickenpalayam Govt Primary 

School and High School. This included setting up solar-powered classrooms, contribution of library books, 

renovating staff rooms and classrooms, toilets for girls and boys and providing an incinerator for girls, 

meeting the schools’ specific requirements. 

Awareness sessions were conducted as part of the hygiene intervention, and 228 hygiene kits were 

distributed to students and school staff. The awareness sessions helped students understand the importance 

of hygiene in their daily routines. The interactive session covered vital practices, such as handwashing 

before and after meals, maintaining clean and trimmed nails, and regular teeth brushing. During a follow-up 

community visit, it was discovered that children consistently used the kits, adhering to the instructions 

provided during the awareness session and educating their parents about hygiene and sanitation. 

An Overhead Tank (OHT) was installed in collaboration with the Panchayat to ensure quality drinking 

water. A 60,000-litre OHT tank was constructed with the installation of pipelines, benefiting 250 households 

and enhancing the availability and accessibility of drinking water. 

Support was provided to Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) under the livelihood and inclusion initiative. 

Eleven PWDs received livestock, three individuals received mobility vehicles, and a school-going boy 

received a hearing aid. 

In the interest of renewable energy, 50 solar streetlights were installed. These solar streetlights enhanced 

safety and security for villagers and triggered a ripple effect of economic and social benefits, uplifting the 

entire community. In one of the many cases, Saranya, a beautician, faced challenges due to inadequate 

lighting until solar streetlights changed everything. Previously, commuting during early or late hours was 

challenging, relying on family members for accompaniment. Well-lit streets now allow her to work longer 

hours without fear, transforming her family’s financial condition. Supporting a family of six, Saranya can 

now invest in her business, expand services, and hire women from her village, contributing to the economic 

growth of her community. 

A total of 1631 people will be directly benefitted through this initiative. 

“Our approach is not just implementing good initiatives; it’s about empowering 

communities to take ownership, ensuring sustainability far beyond our involvement. 

The Rural Rising Program exemplifies our vision. In collaboration with our CSR 

partner, we created a sustainable legacy of positive change in the community by 

engaging and developing the capacities of local administration and community 

members, formed strategic partnerships, and meticulously planned for 

maintenance.”, said Rajesh Krishnan, Chief Executive Officer, United Way of 

Bengaluru. 

Ajay Khanna, Senior Vice President and Managing Director, Herbalife India, 

said, “Our vision, shared with United Way Bengaluru, has transformed lives across 



 

Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu for over three years. Today, Vadavalli Gram 

Panchayat in Coimbatore stands as a testament to that commitment. From upgraded 

Anganwadis to empowered PWDs, each milestone fuels our confidence. We see 

families securing livelihoods and children armed with renewed dignity and hope, 

inspiring us to push forward, building a brighter future, together.” 

 

https://contentmediasolution.com/business/herbalife-and-united-way-bengalurus-csr-

commitment-to-transforms-lives-in-vadavalli-gram-panchayat-sultanpet-block-

coimbatore/ 
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Herbalife and United Way Bengaluru’s CSR 

Commitment to Transforms Lives in 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, Sultanpet Block, 

Coimbatore 
January 29, 2024 Sujata Business Comments Offon Herbalife and United Way Bengaluru’s CSR Commitment to 

Transforms Lives in Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, Sultanpet Block, Coimbatore 

Coimbatore, January 29, 2024: In collaboration with NGO partner United Way Bengaluru (UWBe) and 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, in the Sulthanpet block of Coimbatore, Herbalife successfully rolled out an 

important initiative called Rural Rising, an integrated rural development program. Herbalife has 

continuously supported the program for the last three years in other districts of Karnataka and the 

Wayanad district of Kerala. 

 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, with a Human Development Index well below the state average, faced 

challenges in various areas. To complement the Gram Panchayat’s efforts, the Rural Rising initiative 

addressed critical needs such as education, health and hygiene, water, livelihood, and clean energy, areas 

where communities encountered significant challenges. 

Today marked a significant milestone as the initiatives rolled out last year were inaugurated with 

distinguished guests, including, Honourable Additional Collector; Shri Vijaya Kumar and Smt. Revathi, Block 

Development Officers from Sultanpet Shri E. Francis Charles, Assistant Educational Officer; Smt. 

Murugeshwari, DPO, Sulthanpet; Govinda Raj, Panchayat President from Vadavalli; , Regional Head 

Herbalife, and United Way Bengaluru team. 

https://businessnewsthisweek.com/2024/01/
https://businessnewsthisweek.com/author/sujata/
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Under Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the initiative rolled out a program called Born Learning 

Campaign to create a conducive learning and development environment in Vadavalli and 

Akkanaickenpalayam Anganwadi Centres (AWCs). This involved upgrading AWCs, providing teaching and 

learning resources, establishing libraries, and enhancing the capacity of Anganwadi Workers and Helpers 

through ECCE training. Additionally, one Nutrition Garden was developed in an Anganwadi Centre, along 

with the creation of 10 household-level kitchen gardens. A total of 663 Nutrition kits were distributed to 

children and their families. 

As part of the School Empowerment Initiative, support was provided to Akkanaickenpalayam Govt Primary 

School and High School. This included setting up solar-powered classrooms, contribution of library books, 

renovating staff rooms and classrooms, toilets for girls and boys and providing an incinerator for girls, 

meeting the schools’ specific requirements. 

Awareness sessions were conducted as part of the hygiene intervention, and 228 hygiene kits were 

distributed to students and school staff. The awareness sessions helped students understand the 

importance of hygiene in their daily routines. The interactive session covered vital practices, such as 

handwashing before and after meals, maintaining clean and trimmed nails, and regular teeth brushing. 

During a follow-up community visit, it was discovered that children consistently used the kits, adhering to 

the instructions provided during the awareness session and educating their parents about hygiene and 

sanitation. 

An Overhead Tank (OHT) was installed in collaboration with the Panchayat to ensure quality drinking 

water. A 60,000-litre OHT tank was constructed with the installation of pipelines, benefiting 250 households 

and enhancing the availability and accessibility of drinking water. 

Support was provided to Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) under the livelihood and inclusion initiative. 

Eleven PWDs received livestock, three individuals received mobility vehicles, and a school-going boy 

received a hearing aid. 

In the interest of renewable energy, 50 solar streetlights were installed. These solar streetlights enhanced 

safety and security for villagers and triggered a ripple effect of economic and social benefits, uplifting the 

entire community. In one of the many cases, Saranya, a beautician, faced challenges due to inadequate 

lighting until solar streetlights changed everything. Previously, commuting during early or late hours was 

challenging, relying on family members for accompaniment. Well-lit streets now allow her to work longer 

hours without fear, transforming her family’s financial condition. Supporting a family of six, Saranya can 

now invest in her business, expand services, and hire women from her village, contributing to the 

economic growth of her community. 

A total of 1631 people will be directly benefitted through this initiative. 

“Our approach is not just implementing good initiatives; it’s about empowering communities to take ownership, 
ensuring sustainability far beyond our involvement. The Rural Rising Program exemplifies our vision. In collaboration 
with our CSR partner, we created a sustainable legacy of positive change in the community by engaging and developing 
the capacities of local administration and community members, formed strategic partnerships, and meticulously 
planned for maintenance.”, said Rajesh Krishnan, Chief Executive Officer, United Way of Bengaluru. 

Ajay Khanna, Senior Vice President and Managing Director, Herbalife India, said, “Our vision, shared with United 
Way Bengaluru, has transformed lives across Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu for over three years. Today, Vadavalli 
Gram Panchayat in Coimbatore stands as a testament to that commitment. From upgraded Anganwadis to empowered 
PWDs, each milestone fuels our confidence. We see families securing livelihoods and children armed with renewed 
dignity and hope, inspiring us to push forward, building a brighter future, together.” 
 
https://businessnewsthisweek.com/business/herbalife-and-united-way-bengalurus-csr-commitment-to-transforms-
lives-in-vadavalli-gram-panchayat-sultanpet-block-coimbatore/#google_vignette 
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Coimbatore, January 29, 2024: In collaboration with NGO partner United Way 
Bengaluru (UWBe) and Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, in the Sulthanpet block of 
Coimbatore, Herbalife successfully rolled out an important initiative called Rural Rising, 
an integrated rural development program. Herbalife has continuously supported the 
program for the last three years in other districts of Karnataka and the Wayanad district 
of Kerala. 

 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, with a Human Development Index well below the state 
average, faced challenges in various areas. To complement the Gram Panchayat’s 
efforts, the Rural Rising initiative addressed critical needs such as education, health and 
hygiene, water, livelihood, and clean energy, areas where communities encountered 
significant challenges. 

Today marked a significant milestone as the initiatives rolled out last year were 
inaugurated with distinguished guests, including, Honourable Additional Collector; Shri 
Vijaya Kumar and Smt. Revathi, Block Development Officers from Sultanpet Shri E. 
Francis Charles, Assistant Educational Officer; Smt. Murugeshwari, DPO, Sulthanpet; 
Govinda Raj, Panchayat President from Vadavalli; , Regional Head Herbalife, and United 
Way Bengaluru team. 



 

Under Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the initiative rolled out a program 
called Born Learning Campaign to create a conducive learning and development 
environment in Vadavalli and Akkanaickenpalayam Anganwadi Centres (AWCs). This 
involved upgrading AWCs, providing teaching and learning resources, establishing 
libraries, and enhancing the capacity of Anganwadi Workers and Helpers through ECCE 
training. Additionally, one Nutrition Garden was developed in an Anganwadi Centre, 
along with the creation of 10 household-level kitchen gardens. A total of 663 Nutrition 
kits were distributed to children and their families. 

As part of the School Empowerment Initiative, support was provided to 
Akkanaickenpalayam Govt Primary School and High School. This included setting up 
solar-powered classrooms, contribution of library books, renovating staff rooms and 
classrooms, toilets for girls and boys and providing an incinerator for girls, meeting the 
schools’ specific requirements. 

Awareness sessions were conducted as part of the hygiene intervention, and 228 
hygiene kits were distributed to students and school staff. The awareness sessions 
helped students understand the importance of hygiene in their daily routines. The 
interactive session covered vital practices, such as handwashing before and after meals, 
maintaining clean and trimmed nails, and regular teeth brushing. During a follow-up 
community visit, it was discovered that children consistently used the kits, adhering to 
the instructions provided during the awareness session and educating their parents 
about hygiene and sanitation. 

An Overhead Tank (OHT) was installed in collaboration with the Panchayat to ensure 
quality drinking water. A 60,000-litre OHT tank was constructed with the installation of 
pipelines, benefiting 250 households and enhancing the availability and accessibility of 
drinking water. 

Support was provided to Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) under the livelihood and 
inclusion initiative. Eleven PWDs received livestock, three individuals received mobility 
vehicles, and a school-going boy received a hearing aid. 

In the interest of renewable energy, 50 solar streetlights were installed. These solar 
streetlights enhanced safety and security for villagers and triggered a ripple effect of 
economic and social benefits, uplifting the entire community. In one of the many cases, 
Saranya, a beautician, faced challenges due to inadequate lighting until solar streetlights 
changed everything. Previously, commuting during early or late hours was challenging, 
relying on family members for accompaniment. Well-lit streets now allow her to work 
longer hours without fear, transforming her family’s financial condition. Supporting a 
family of six, Saranya can now invest in her business, expand services, and hire women 
from her village, contributing to the economic growth of her community. 

A total of 1631 people will be directly benefitted through this initiative. 

https://mediabulletins.com/business/herbalife-and-united-way-bengalurus-csr-
commitment-to-transforms-lives-in-vadavalli-gram-panchayat-sultanpet-block-
coimbatore/ 
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Coimbatore, January 29, 2024: In collaboration with NGO partner United Way 
Bengaluru (UWBe) and Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, in the Sulthanpet block of 
Coimbatore, Herbalife successfully rolled out an important initiative called Rural Rising, 
an integrated rural development program. Herbalife has continuously supported the 
program for the last three years in other districts of Karnataka and the Wayanad district 
of Kerala. 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, with a Human Development Index well below the state 
average, faced challenges in various areas. To complement the Gram Panchayat’s 
efforts, the Rural Rising initiative addressed critical needs such as education, health and 
hygiene, water, livelihood, and clean energy, areas where communities encountered 
significant challenges. 

Today marked a significant milestone as the initiatives rolled out last year were 
inaugurated with distinguished guests, including, Honourable Additional Collector; Shri 
Vijaya Kumar and Smt. Revathi, Block Development Officers from Sultanpet Shri E. 
Francis Charles, Assistant Educational Officer; Smt. Murugeshwari, DPO, Sulthanpet; 
Govinda Raj, Panchayat President from Vadavalli; , Regional Head Herbalife, and United 
Way Bengaluru team. 



 

Under Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the initiative rolled out a program 
called Born Learning Campaign to create a conducive learning and development 
environment in Vadavalli and Akkanaickenpalayam Anganwadi Centres (AWCs). This 
involved upgrading AWCs, providing teaching and learning resources, establishing 
libraries, and enhancing the capacity of Anganwadi Workers and Helpers through ECCE 
training. Additionally, one Nutrition Garden was developed in an Anganwadi Centre, 
along with the creation of 10 household-level kitchen gardens. A total of 663 Nutrition 
kits were distributed to children and their families. 

As part of the School Empowerment Initiative, support was provided to 
Akkanaickenpalayam Govt Primary School and High School. This included setting up 
solar-powered classrooms, contribution of library books, renovating staff rooms and 
classrooms, toilets for girls and boys and providing an incinerator for girls, meeting the 
schools’ specific requirements. 

Awareness sessions were conducted as part of the hygiene intervention, and 228 
hygiene kits were distributed to students and school staff. The awareness sessions 
helped students understand the importance of hygiene in their daily routines. The 
interactive session covered vital practices, such as handwashing before and after meals, 
maintaining clean and trimmed nails, and regular teeth brushing. During a follow-up 
community visit, it was discovered that children consistently used the kits, adhering to 
the instructions provided during the awareness session and educating their parents 
about hygiene and sanitation. 

An Overhead Tank (OHT) was installed in collaboration with the Panchayat to ensure 
quality drinking water. A 60,000-litre OHT tank was constructed with the installation of 
pipelines, benefiting 250 households and enhancing the availability and accessibility of 
drinking water. 

Support was provided to Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) under the livelihood and 
inclusion initiative. Eleven PWDs received livestock, three individuals received mobility 
vehicles, and a school-going boy received a hearing aid. 

In the interest of renewable energy, 50 solar streetlights were installed. These solar 
streetlights enhanced safety and security for villagers and triggered a ripple effect of 
economic and social benefits, uplifting the entire community. In one of the many cases, 
Saranya, a beautician, faced challenges due to inadequate lighting until solar streetlights 
changed everything. Previously, commuting during early or late hours was challenging, 
relying on family members for accompaniment. Well-lit streets now allow her to work 
longer hours without fear, transforming her family’s financial condition. Supporting a 
family of six, Saranya can now invest in her business, expand services, and hire women 
from her village, contributing to the economic growth of her community. 

A total of 1631 people will be directly benefitted through this initiative. 

“Our approach is not just implementing good initiatives; it’s 
about empowering communities to take ownership, 
ensuring sustainability far beyond our involvement. The 
Rural Rising Program exemplifies our vision. In collaboration 



 

with our CSR partner, we created a sustainable legacy of 
positive change in the community by engaging and 
developing the capacities of local administration and 
community members, formed strategic partnerships, and 
meticulously planned for maintenance.”, said Rajesh 
Krishnan, Chief Executive Officer, United Way of 
Bengaluru. 

Ajay Khanna, Senior Vice President and Managing 
Director, Herbalife India, said, “Our vision, shared with 
United Way Bengaluru, has transformed lives across 
Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu for over three years. 
Today, Vadavalli Gram Panchayat in Coimbatore stands as 
a testament to that commitment. From upgraded 
Anganwadis to empowered PWDs, each milestone fuels our 
confidence. We see families securing livelihoods and 
children armed with renewed dignity and hope, inspiring us 
to push forward, building a brighter future, together.” 
https://onlinemediacafe.com/business/herbalife-and-united-way-bengalurus-csr-commitment-to-transforms-lives-

in-vadavalli-gram-panchayat-sultanpet-block-coimbatore/ 
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Herbalife And United Way 
Bengaluru’s CSR Commitment To 

Transforms Lives In Vadavalli Gram 
Panchayat, Sultanpet Block, 

Coimbatore 
Coimbatore, January 29, 2024: In collaboration with NGO partner United Way 
Bengaluru (UWBe) and Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, in the Sulthanpet block of 
Coimbatore, Herbalife successfully rolled out an important initiative called Rural Rising, 
an integrated rural development program. Herbalife has continuously supported the 
program for the last three years in other districts of Karnataka and the Wayanad 
district of Kerala. 

 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, with a Human Development Index well below the state 
average, faced challenges in various areas. To complement the Gram Panchayat’s 
efforts, the Rural Rising initiative addressed critical needs such as education, health 
and hygiene, water, livelihood, and clean energy, areas where communities 
encountered significant challenges. 



 

Today marked a significant milestone as the initiatives rolled out last year were 
inaugurated with distinguished guests, including, Honourable Additional Collector; Shri 
Vijaya Kumar and Smt. Revathi, Block Development Officers from Sultanpet Shri E. 
Francis Charles, Assistant Educational Officer; Smt. Murugeshwari, DPO, Sulthanpet; 
Govinda Raj, Panchayat President from Vadavalli; , Regional Head Herbalife, and United 
Way Bengaluru team. 

Under Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the initiative rolled out a program 
called Born Learning Campaign to create a conducive learning and development 
environment in Vadavalli and Akkanaickenpalayam Anganwadi Centres (AWCs). This 
involved upgrading AWCs, providing teaching and learning resources, establishing 
libraries, and enhancing the capacity of Anganwadi Workers and Helpers through ECCE 
training. Additionally, one Nutrition Garden was developed in an Anganwadi Centre, 
along with the creation of 10 household-level kitchen gardens. A total of 663 Nutrition 
kits were distributed to children and their families. 

As part of the School Empowerment Initiative, support was provided to 
Akkanaickenpalayam Govt Primary School and High School. This included setting up 
solar-powered classrooms, contribution of library books, renovating staff rooms and 
classrooms, toilets for girls and boys and providing an incinerator for girls, meeting the 
schools’ specific requirements. 

Awareness sessions were conducted as part of the hygiene intervention, and 228 
hygiene kits were distributed to students and school staff. The awareness sessions 
helped students understand the importance of hygiene in their daily routines. The 
interactive session covered vital practices, such as handwashing before and after 
meals, maintaining clean and trimmed nails, and regular teeth brushing. During a 
follow-up community visit, it was discovered that children consistently used the kits, 
adhering to the instructions provided during the awareness session and educating 
their parents about hygiene and sanitation. 

An Overhead Tank (OHT) was installed in collaboration with the Panchayat to ensure 
quality drinking water. A 60,000-litre OHT tank was constructed with the installation of 
pipelines, benefiting 250 households and enhancing the availability and accessibility of 
drinking water. 

Support was provided to Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) under the livelihood and 
inclusion initiative. Eleven PWDs received livestock, three individuals received mobility 
vehicles, and a school-going boy received a hearing aid. 

In the interest of renewable energy, 50 solar streetlights were installed. These solar 
streetlights enhanced safety and security for villagers and triggered a ripple effect of 
economic and social benefits, uplifting the entire community. In one of the many cases, 
Saranya, a beautician, faced challenges due to inadequate lighting until solar 
streetlights changed everything. Previously, commuting during early or late hours was 



 

challenging, relying on family members for accompaniment. Well-lit streets now allow 
her to work longer hours without fear, transforming her family’s financial condition. 
Supporting a family of six, Saranya can now invest in her business, expand services, 
and hire women from her village, contributing to the economic growth of her 
community. 

A total of 1631 people will be directly benefitted through this initiative. 

“Our approach is not just implementing good initiatives; it’s about empowering 
communities to take ownership, ensuring sustainability far beyond our involvement. 
The Rural Rising Program exemplifies our vision. In collaboration with our CSR partner, 
we created a sustainable legacy of positive change in the community by engaging 
and developing the capacities of local administration and community members, 
formed strategic partnerships, and meticulously planned for maintenance.”, said 
Rajesh Krishnan, Chief Executive Officer, United Way of Bengaluru. 

Ajay Khanna, Senior Vice President and Managing Director, Herbalife India, 
said, “Our vision, shared with United Way Bengaluru, has transformed lives across 
Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu for over three years. Today, Vadavalli Gram 
Panchayat in Coimbatore stands as a testament to that commitment. From upgraded 
Anganwadis to empowered PWDs, each milestone fuels our confidence. We see 
families securing livelihoods and children armed with renewed dignity and hope, 
inspiring us to push forward, building a brighter future, together.” 
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Coimbatore, January 29, 2024: In collaboration with NGO partner United Way Bengaluru (UWBe) 
and Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, in the Sulthanpet block of Coimbatore, Herbalife successfully 
rolled out an important initiative called Rural Rising, an integrated rural development program. 
Herbalife has continuously supported the program for the last three years in other districts of 
Karnataka and the Wayanad district of Kerala. 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, with a Human Development Index well below the state average, faced 
challenges in various areas. To complement the Gram Panchayat’s efforts, the Rural Rising 
initiative addressed critical needs such as education, health and hygiene, water, livelihood, and 
clean energy, areas where communities encountered significant challenges. 

Today marked a significant milestone as the initiatives rolled out last year were inaugurated with 
distinguished guests, including, Honourable Additional Collector; Shri Vijaya Kumar and Smt. 
Revathi, Block Development Officers from Sultanpet Shri E. Francis Charles, Assistant Educational 
Officer; Smt. Murugeshwari, DPO, Sulthanpet; Govinda Raj, Panchayat President from Vadavalli; , 
Regional Head Herbalife, and United Way Bengaluru team. 

Under Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the initiative rolled out a program called Born 
Learning Campaign to create a conducive learning and development environment in Vadavalli and 
Akkanaickenpalayam Anganwadi Centres (AWCs). This involved upgrading AWCs, providing 
teaching and learning resources, establishing libraries, and enhancing the capacity of Anganwadi 
Workers and Helpers through ECCE training. Additionally, one Nutrition Garden was developed in 
an Anganwadi Centre, along with the creation of 10 household-level kitchen gardens. A total of 
663 Nutrition kits were distributed to children and their families. 

As part of the School Empowerment Initiative, support was provided to Akkanaickenpalayam Govt 
Primary School and High School. This included setting up solar-powered classrooms, contribution 
of library books, renovating staff rooms and classrooms, toilets for girls and boys and providing 
an incinerator for girls, meeting the schools’ specific requirements. 

Awareness sessions were conducted as part of the hygiene intervention, and 228 hygiene kits 
were distributed to students and school staff. The awareness sessions helped students 
understand the importance of hygiene in their daily routines. The interactive session covered vital 
practices, such as handwashing before and after meals, maintaining clean and trimmed nails, and 
regular teeth brushing. During a follow-up community visit, it was discovered that children 
consistently used the kits, adhering to the instructions provided during the awareness session and 
educating their parents about hygiene and sanitation. 

https://biznewsdesk.com/author/mansi/


 

An Overhead Tank (OHT) was installed in collaboration with the Panchayat to ensure quality 
drinking water. A 60,000-litre OHT tank was constructed with the installation of pipelines, 
benefiting 250 households and enhancing the availability and accessibility of drinking water. 

Support was provided to Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) under the livelihood and inclusion 
initiative. Eleven PWDs received livestock, three individuals received mobility vehicles, and a 
school-going boy received a hearing aid. 

In the interest of renewable energy, 50 solar streetlights were installed. These solar streetlights 
enhanced safety and security for villagers and triggered a ripple effect of economic and social 
benefits, uplifting the entire community. In one of the many cases, Saranya, a beautician, faced 
challenges due to inadequate lighting until solar streetlights changed everything. Previously, 
commuting during early or late hours was challenging, relying on family members for 
accompaniment. Well-lit streets now allow her to work longer hours without fear, transforming her 
family’s financial condition. Supporting a family of six, Saranya can now invest in her business, 
expand services, and hire women from her village, contributing to the economic growth of her 
community. 

A total of 1631 people will be directly benefitted through this initiative. 

“Our approach is not just implementing good initiatives; it’s about empowering communities to 
take ownership, ensuring sustainability far beyond our involvement. The Rural Rising Program 
exemplifies our vision. In collaboration with our CSR partner, we created a sustainable legacy of 
positive change in the community by engaging and developing the capacities of local 
administration and community members, formed strategic partnerships, and meticulously planned 
for maintenance.”, said Rajesh Krishnan, Chief Executive Officer, United Way of Bengaluru. 

Ajay Khanna, Senior Vice President and Managing Director, Herbalife India, said, “Our vision, 
shared with United Way Bengaluru, has transformed lives across Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil 
Nadu for over three years. Today, Vadavalli Gram Panchayat in Coimbatore stands as a testament 
to that commitment. From upgraded Anganwadis to empowered PWDs, each milestone fuels our 
confidence. We see families securing livelihoods and children armed with renewed dignity and 
hope, inspiring us to push forward, building a brighter future, together.” 

https://biznewsdesk.com/business/herbalife-and-united-way-bengalurus-csr-commitment-to-
transforms-lives-in-vadavalli-gram-panchayat-sultanpet-block-coimbatore/ 
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Herbalife and United Way Bengaluru’s CSR Commitment to Transforms Lives in 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, Sultanpet Block, Coimbatore 

Coimbatore, January 29, 2024: In collaboration with NGO partner United Way Bengaluru 

(UWBe) and Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, in the Sulthanpet block of Coimbatore, Herbalife 

successfully rolled out an important initiative called Rural Rising, an integrated rural 

development program. Herbalife has continuously supported the program for the last three 

years in other districts of Karnataka and the Wayanad district of Kerala. 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, with a Human Development Index well below the state average, 

faced challenges in various areas. To complement the Gram Panchayat’s efforts, the Rural 

Rising initiative addressed critical needs such as education, health and hygiene, water, 

livelihood, and clean energy, areas where communities encountered significant challenges. 

Today marked a significant milestone as the initiatives rolled out last year were inaugurated 

with distinguished guests, including, Honourable Additional Collector; Shri Vijaya Kumar and 

Smt. Revathi, Block Development Officers from Sultanpet Shri E. Francis Charles, Assistant 

Educational Officer; Smt. Murugeshwari, DPO, Sulthanpet; Govinda Raj, Panchayat President 

from Vadavalli; , Regional Head Herbalife, and United Way Bengaluru team. 

Under Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the initiative rolled out a program called 

Born Learning Campaign to create a conducive learning and development environment in 

Vadavalli and Akkanaickenpalayam Anganwadi Centres (AWCs). This involved upgrading 

AWCs, providing teaching and learning resources, establishing libraries, and enhancing the 

capacity of Anganwadi Workers and Helpers through ECCE training. Additionally, one 

Nutrition Garden was developed in an Anganwadi Centre, along with the creation of 10 

household-level kitchen gardens. A total of 663 Nutrition kits were distributed to children and 

their families. 

As part of the School Empowerment Initiative, support was provided to Akkanaickenpalayam 

Govt Primary School and High School. This included setting up solar-powered classrooms, 

contribution of library books, renovating staff rooms and classrooms, toilets for girls and 

boys and providing an incinerator for girls, meeting the schools’ specific requirements. 

Awareness sessions were conducted as part of the hygiene intervention, and 228 hygiene kits 

were distributed to students and school staff. The awareness sessions helped students 

understand the importance of hygiene in their daily routines. The interactive session covered 

vital practices, such as handwashing before and after meals, maintaining clean and trimmed 

nails, and regular teeth brushing. During a follow-up community visit, it was discovered that 

children consistently used the kits, adhering to the instructions provided during the 

awareness session and educating their parents about hygiene and sanitation. 



 

An Overhead Tank (OHT) was installed in collaboration with the Panchayat to ensure quality 

drinking water. A 60,000-litre OHT tank was constructed with the installation of pipelines, 

benefiting 250 households and enhancing the availability and accessibility of drinking water. 

Support was provided to Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) under the livelihood and inclusion 

initiative. Eleven PWDs received livestock, three individuals received mobility vehicles, and a 

school-going boy received a hearing aid. 

In the interest of renewable energy, 50 solar streetlights were installed. These solar 

streetlights enhanced safety and security for villagers and triggered a ripple effect of 

economic and social benefits, uplifting the entire community. In one of the many cases, 

Saranya, a beautician, faced challenges due to inadequate lighting until solar streetlights 

changed everything. Previously, commuting during early or late hours was challenging, 

relying on family members for accompaniment. Well-lit streets now allow her to work longer 

hours without fear, transforming her family’s financial condition. Supporting a family of six, 

Saranya can now invest in her business, expand services, and hire women from her village, 

contributing to the economic growth of her community. 

A total of 1631 people will be directly benefitted through this initiative. 

“Our approach is not just implementing good initiatives; it’s about empowering communities to 

take ownership, ensuring sustainability far beyond our involvement. The Rural Rising Program 

exemplifies our vision. In collaboration with our CSR partner, we created a sustainable legacy of 

positive change in the community by engaging and developing the capacities of local 

administration and community members, formed strategic partnerships, and meticulously planned 

for maintenance.”, said Rajesh Krishnan, Chief Executive Officer, United Way of Bengaluru. 

Ajay Khanna, Senior Vice President and Managing Director, Herbalife India, said, “Our vision, 

shared with United Way Bengaluru, has transformed lives across Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil 

Nadu for over three years. Today, Vadavalli Gram Panchayat in Coimbatore stands as a testament 

to that commitment. From upgraded Anganwadis to empowered PWDs, each milestone fuels our 

confidence. We see families securing livelihoods and children armed with renewed dignity and 

hope, inspiring us to push forward, building a brighter future, together.” 

 

https://smartbusinesnews.com/business/herbalife-and-united-way-bengalurus-csr-commitment-to-

transforms-lives-in-vadavalli-gram-panchayat-sultanpet-block-coimbatore/ 
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Herbalife and United Way Bengaluru’s CSR 
Commitment to Transforms Lives in Vadavalli 
Gram Panchayat, Sultanpet Block, Coimbatore 
ByRabindra 
 JAN 29, 2024  #Ajay Khanna, #Coimbatore, #Herbalife, #Rajesh Krishnan, #Sultanpet Block, #United 
Way, #United Way Bengaluru (UWBe), #Vadavalli Gram Panchayat 

Coimbatore, January 29, 2024: In collaboration with NGO partner United Way Bengaluru (UWBe) and 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, in the Sulthanpet block of Coimbatore, Herbalife successfully rolled out an 

important initiative called Rural Rising, an integrated rural development program. Herbalife has 

continuously supported the program for the last three years in other districts of Karnataka and the Wayanad 

district of Kerala. 

 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, with a Human Development Index well below the state average, faced 

challenges in various areas. To complement the Gram Panchayat’s efforts, the Rural Rising initiative 

addressed critical needs such as education, health and hygiene, water, livelihood, and clean energy, areas 

where communities encountered significant challenges. 

Today marked a significant milestone as the initiatives rolled out last year were inaugurated with 

distinguished guests, including, Honourable Additional Collector; Shri Vijaya Kumar and Smt. Revathi, 

Block Development Officers from Sultanpet Shri E. Francis Charles, Assistant Educational Officer; Smt. 

Murugeshwari, DPO, Sulthanpet; Govinda Raj, Panchayat President from Vadavalli; , Regional Head 

Herbalife, and United Way Bengaluru team. 

Under Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the initiative rolled out a program called Born 

Learning Campaign to create a conducive learning and development environment in Vadavalli and 
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Akkanaickenpalayam Anganwadi Centres (AWCs). This involved upgrading AWCs, providing teaching and 

learning resources, establishing libraries, and enhancing the capacity of Anganwadi Workers and Helpers 

through ECCE training. Additionally, one Nutrition Garden was developed in an Anganwadi Centre, along 

with the creation of 10 household-level kitchen gardens. A total of 663 Nutrition kits were distributed to 

children and their families. 

As part of the School Empowerment Initiative, support was provided to Akkanaickenpalayam Govt Primary 

School and High School. This included setting up solar-powered classrooms, contribution of library books, 

renovating staff rooms and classrooms, toilets for girls and boys and providing an incinerator for girls, 

meeting the schools’ specific requirements. 

Awareness sessions were conducted as part of the hygiene intervention, and 228 hygiene kits were 

distributed to students and school staff. The awareness sessions helped students understand the importance 

of hygiene in their daily routines. The interactive session covered vital practices, such as handwashing 

before and after meals, maintaining clean and trimmed nails, and regular teeth brushing. During a follow-up 

community visit, it was discovered that children consistently used the kits, adhering to the instructions 

provided during the awareness session and educating their parents about hygiene and sanitation. 

An Overhead Tank (OHT) was installed in collaboration with the Panchayat to ensure quality drinking 

water. A 60,000-litre OHT tank was constructed with the installation of pipelines, benefiting 250 households 

and enhancing the availability and accessibility of drinking water. 

Support was provided to Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) under the livelihood and inclusion initiative. 

Eleven PWDs received livestock, three individuals received mobility vehicles, and a school-going boy 

received a hearing aid. 

In the interest of renewable energy, 50 solar streetlights were installed. These solar streetlights enhanced 

safety and security for villagers and triggered a ripple effect of economic and social benefits, uplifting the 

entire community. In one of the many cases, Saranya, a beautician, faced challenges due to inadequate 

lighting until solar streetlights changed everything. Previously, commuting during early or late hours was 

challenging, relying on family members for accompaniment. Well-lit streets now allow her to work longer 

hours without fear, transforming her family’s financial condition. Supporting a family of six, Saranya can 

now invest in her business, expand services, and hire women from her village, contributing to the economic 

growth of her community. 

A total of 1631 people will be directly benefitted through this initiative. 

“Our approach is not just implementing good initiatives; it’s about empowering communities to take 

ownership, ensuring sustainability far beyond our involvement. The Rural Rising Program exemplifies 

our vision. In collaboration with our CSR partner, we created a sustainable legacy of positive change in 

the community by engaging and developing the capacities of local administration and community 

members, formed strategic partnerships, and meticulously planned for maintenance.”, said Rajesh 

Krishnan, Chief Executive Officer, United Way of Bengaluru. 

Ajay Khanna, Senior Vice President and Managing Director, Herbalife India, said, “Our vision, shared 

with United Way Bengaluru, has transformed lives across Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu for over 

three years. Today, Vadavalli Gram Panchayat in Coimbatore stands as a testament to that commitment. 

From upgraded Anganwadis to empowered PWDs, each milestone fuels our confidence. We see families 

securing livelihoods and children armed with renewed dignity and hope, inspiring us to push forward, 

building a brighter future, together.” 

https://quickbiznews.com/business/herbalife-and-united-way-bengalurus-csr-commitment-to-transforms-

lives-in-vadavalli-gram-panchayat-sultanpet-block-coimbatore/ 
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Herbalife and United Way Bengaluru’s 
CSR Commitment to Transforms Lives in 
Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, Sultanpet 
Block, Coimbatore 

 

Coimbatore, January 29, 2024: In collaboration with NGO partner United Way Bengaluru (UWBe) and 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, in the Sulthanpet block of Coimbatore, Herbalife successfully rolled out an 

important initiative called Rural Rising, an integrated rural development program. Herbalife has 

continuously supported the program for the last three years in other districts of Karnataka and the Wayanad 

district of Kerala. 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, with a Human Development Index well below the state average, faced 

challenges in various areas. To complement the Gram Panchayat’s efforts, the Rural Rising initiative 

addressed critical needs such as education, health and hygiene, water, livelihood, and clean energy, areas 

where communities encountered significant challenges. 

Today marked a significant milestone as the initiatives rolled out last year were inaugurated with 

distinguished guests, including, Honourable Additional Collector; Shri Vijaya Kumar and Smt. Revathi, 

Block Development Officers from Sultanpet Shri E. Francis Charles, Assistant Educational Officer; Smt. 

Murugeshwari, DPO, Sulthanpet; Govinda Raj, Panchayat President from Vadavalli; , Regional Head 

Herbalife, and United Way Bengaluru team. 

Under Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the initiative rolled out a program called Born 

Learning Campaign to create a conducive learning and development environment in Vadavalli and 

Akkanaickenpalayam Anganwadi Centres (AWCs). This involved upgrading AWCs, providing teaching and 



 

learning resources, establishing libraries, and enhancing the capacity of Anganwadi Workers and Helpers 

through ECCE training. Additionally, one Nutrition Garden was developed in an Anganwadi Centre, along 

with the creation of 10 household-level kitchen gardens. A total of 663 Nutrition kits were distributed to 

children and their families. 

As part of the School Empowerment Initiative, support was provided to Akkanaickenpalayam Govt Primary 

School and High School. This included setting up solar-powered classrooms, contribution of library books, 

renovating staff rooms and classrooms, toilets for girls and boys and providing an incinerator for girls, 

meeting the schools’ specific requirements. 

Awareness sessions were conducted as part of the hygiene intervention, and 228 hygiene kits were 

distributed to students and school staff. The awareness sessions helped students understand the importance 

of hygiene in their daily routines. The interactive session covered vital practices, such as handwashing 

before and after meals, maintaining clean and trimmed nails, and regular teeth brushing. During a follow-up 

community visit, it was discovered that children consistently used the kits, adhering to the instructions 

provided during the awareness session and educating their parents about hygiene and sanitation. 

An Overhead Tank (OHT) was installed in collaboration with the Panchayat to ensure quality drinking 

water. A 60,000-litre OHT tank was constructed with the installation of pipelines, benefiting 250 households 

and enhancing the availability and accessibility of drinking water. 

Support was provided to Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) under the livelihood and inclusion initiative. 

Eleven PWDs received livestock, three individuals received mobility vehicles, and a school-going boy 

received a hearing aid. 

In the interest of renewable energy, 50 solar streetlights were installed. These solar streetlights enhanced 

safety and security for villagers and triggered a ripple effect of economic and social benefits, uplifting the 

entire community. In one of the many cases, Saranya, a beautician, faced challenges due to inadequate 

lighting until solar streetlights changed everything. Previously, commuting during early or late hours was 

challenging, relying on family members for accompaniment. Well-lit streets now allow her to work longer 

hours without fear, transforming her family’s financial condition. Supporting a family of six, Saranya can 

now invest in her business, expand services, and hire women from her village, contributing to the economic 

growth of her community. 

A total of 1631 people will be directly benefitted through this initiative. 

“Our approach is not just implementing good initiatives; it’s about empowering communities to take 

ownership, ensuring sustainability far beyond our involvement. The Rural Rising Program exemplifies our 

vision. In collaboration with our CSR partner, we created a sustainable legacy of positive change in the 

community by engaging and developing the capacities of local administration and community members, 

formed strategic partnerships, and meticulously planned for maintenance.”, said Rajesh Krishnan, Chief 

Executive Officer, United Way of Bengaluru. 

Ajay Khanna, Senior Vice President and Managing Director, Herbalife India, said, “Our vision, shared 

with United Way Bengaluru, has transformed lives across Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu for over 

three years. Today, Vadavalli Gram Panchayat in Coimbatore stands as a testament to that commitment. 

From upgraded Anganwadis to empowered PWDs, each milestone fuels our confidence. We see families 

securing livelihoods and children armed with renewed dignity and hope, inspiring us to push forward, 

building a brighter future, together.” 

https://onlinenews9.in/business/herbalife-and-united-way-bengalurus-csr-commitment-to-transforms-lives-
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Herbalife and United Way Bengaluru’s CSR Commitment to 
Transforms Lives in Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, Sultanpet Block, 
Coimbatore 
Coimbatore, January 29, 2024: In collaboration with NGO partner United Way Bengaluru 
(UWBe) and Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, in the Sulthanpet block of Coimbatore, Herbalife 
successfully rolled out an important initiative called Rural Rising, an integrated rural 
development program. Herbalife has continuously supported the program for the last 
three years in other districts of Karnataka and the Wayanad district of Kerala. 

 
Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, with a Human Development Index well below the state 
average, faced challenges in various areas. To complement the Gram Panchayat’s 
efforts, the Rural Rising initiative addressed critical needs such as education, health 
and hygiene, water, livelihood, and clean energy, areas where communities encountered 
significant challenges. 
Today marked a significant milestone as the initiatives rolled out last year were 
inaugurated with distinguished guests, including, Honourable Additional Collector; Shri 
Vijaya Kumar and Smt. Revathi, Block Development Officers from Sultanpet Shri E. 
Francis Charles, Assistant Educational Officer; Smt. Murugeshwari, DPO, Sulthanpet; 
Govinda Raj, Panchayat President from Vadavalli; , Regional Head Herbalife, and United 
Way Bengaluru team. 
Under Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the initiative rolled out a program 
called Born Learning Campaign to create a conducive learning and development 
environment in Vadavalli and Akkanaickenpalayam Anganwadi Centres (AWCs). This 
involved upgrading AWCs, providing teaching and learning resources, establishing 
libraries, and enhancing the capacity of Anganwadi Workers and Helpers through ECCE 
training. Additionally, one Nutrition Garden was developed in an Anganwadi Centre, 
along with the creation of 10 household-level kitchen gardens. A total of 663 Nutrition 
kits were distributed to children and their families. 
As part of the School Empowerment Initiative, support was provided to 
Akkanaickenpalayam Govt Primary School and High School. This included setting up 



 

solar-powered classrooms, contribution of library books, renovating staff rooms and 
classrooms, toilets for girls and boys and providing an incinerator for girls, meeting the 
schools’ specific requirements. 
Awareness sessions were conducted as part of the hygiene intervention, and 228 
hygiene kits were distributed to students and school staff. The awareness sessions 
helped students understand the importance of hygiene in their daily routines. The 
interactive session covered vital practices, such as handwashing before and after 
meals, maintaining clean and trimmed nails, and regular teeth brushing. During a 
follow-up community visit, it was discovered that children consistently used the kits, 
adhering to the instructions provided during the awareness session and educating their 
parents about hygiene and sanitation. 
An Overhead Tank (OHT) was installed in collaboration with the Panchayat to ensure 
quality drinking water. A 60,000-litre OHT tank was constructed with the installation of 
pipelines, benefiting 250 households and enhancing the availability and accessibility of 
drinking water. 
Support was provided to Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) under the livelihood and 
inclusion initiative. Eleven PWDs received livestock, three individuals received mobility 
vehicles, and a school-going boy received a hearing aid. 
In the interest of renewable energy, 50 solar streetlights were installed. These solar 
streetlights enhanced safety and security for villagers and triggered a ripple effect of 
economic and social benefits, uplifting the entire community. In one of the many cases, 
Saranya, a beautician, faced challenges due to inadequate lighting until solar 
streetlights changed everything. Previously, commuting during early or late hours was 
challenging, relying on family members for accompaniment. Well-lit streets now allow 
her to work longer hours without fear, transforming her family’s financial condition. 
Supporting a family of six, Saranya can now invest in her business, expand services, and 
hire women from her village, contributing to the economic growth of her community. 
A total of 1631 people will be directly benefitted through this initiative. 
“Our approach is not just implementing good initiatives; it’s about empowering 
communities to take ownership, ensuring sustainability far beyond our involvement. The 
Rural Rising Program exemplifies our vision. In collaboration with our CSR partner, we 
created a sustainable legacy of positive change in the community by engaging and 
developing the capacities of local administration and community members, formed 
strategic partnerships, and meticulously planned for maintenance.”, said Rajesh 
Krishnan, Chief Executive Officer, United Way of Bengaluru. 
Ajay Khanna, Senior Vice President and Managing Director, Herbalife India, said, “Our 
vision, shared with United Way Bengaluru, has transformed lives across Karnataka, 
Kerala, and Tamil Nadu for over three years. Today, Vadavalli Gram Panchayat in 
Coimbatore stands as a testament to that commitment. From upgraded Anganwadis to 
empowered PWDs, each milestone fuels our confidence. We see families securing 
livelihoods and children armed with renewed dignity and hope, inspiring us to push 
forward, building a brighter future, together.” 

https://mediaexpress24.com/business/herbalife-and-united-way-bengalurus-csr-commitment-to-transforms-

lives-in-vadavalli-gram-panchayat-sultanpet-block-coimbatore/ 
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Herbalife and United Way Bengaluru’s CSR Commitment to Transforms 
Lives in Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, Sultanpet Block, Coimbatore 
 by Rabindra  Jan 29, 2024   

Coimbatore, January 29, 2024: In collaboration with NGO partner United Way Bengaluru 

(UWBe) and Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, in the Sulthanpet block of Coimbatore, Herbalife 

successfully rolled out an important initiative called Rural Rising, an integrated rural 

development program. Herbalife has continuously supported the program for the last three 

years in other districts of Karnataka and the Wayanad district of Kerala. 

 

Vadavalli Gram Panchayat, with a Human Development Index well below the state average, 

faced challenges in various areas. To complement the Gram Panchayat’s efforts, the Rural 

Rising initiative addressed critical needs such as education, health and hygiene, water, 

livelihood, and clean energy, areas where communities encountered significant challenges. 

Today marked a significant milestone as the initiatives rolled out last year were inaugurated 

with distinguished guests, including, Honourable Additional Collector; Shri Vijaya Kumar and 

Smt. Revathi, Block Development Officers from Sultanpet Shri E. Francis Charles, Assistant 

Educational Officer; Smt. Murugeshwari, DPO, Sulthanpet; Govinda Raj, Panchayat President 

from Vadavalli; , Regional Head Herbalife, and United Way Bengaluru team. 

 

Under Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the initiative rolled out a program called 

Born Learning Campaign to create a conducive learning and development environment in 

Vadavalli and Akkanaickenpalayam Anganwadi Centres (AWCs). This involved upgrading 

AWCs, providing teaching and learning resources, establishing libraries, and enhancing the 
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capacity of Anganwadi Workers and Helpers through ECCE training. Additionally, one 

Nutrition Garden was developed in an Anganwadi Centre, along with the creation of 10 

household-level kitchen gardens. A total of 663 Nutrition kits were distributed to children and 

their families. 

 

As part of the School Empowerment Initiative, support was provided to Akkanaickenpalayam 

Govt Primary School and High School. This included setting up solar-powered classrooms, 

contribution of library books, renovating staff rooms and classrooms, toilets for girls and 

boys and providing an incinerator for girls, meeting the schools’ specific requirements. 

 

Awareness sessions were conducted as part of the hygiene intervention, and 228 hygiene kits 

were distributed to students and school staff. The awareness sessions helped students 

understand the importance of hygiene in their daily routines. The interactive session covered 

vital practices, such as handwashing before and after meals, maintaining clean and trimmed 

nails, and regular teeth brushing. During a follow-up community visit, it was discovered that 

children consistently used the kits, adhering to the instructions provided during the 

awareness session and educating their parents about hygiene and sanitation. 

 

An Overhead Tank (OHT) was installed in collaboration with the Panchayat to ensure quality 

drinking water. A 60,000-litre OHT tank was constructed with the installation of pipelines, 

benefiting 250 households and enhancing the availability and accessibility of drinking water. 

Support was provided to Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) under the livelihood and inclusion 

initiative. Eleven PWDs received livestock, three individuals received mobility vehicles, and a 

school-going boy received a hearing aid. 

 

In the interest of renewable energy, 50 solar streetlights were installed. These solar 

streetlights enhanced safety and security for villagers and triggered a ripple effect of 

economic and social benefits, uplifting the entire community. In one of the many cases, 

Saranya, a beautician, faced challenges due to inadequate lighting until solar streetlights 

changed everything. Previously, commuting during early or late hours was challenging, 

relying on family members for accompaniment. Well-lit streets now allow her to work longer 

hours without fear, transforming her family’s financial condition. Supporting a family of six, 

Saranya can now invest in her business, expand services, and hire women from her village, 

contributing to the economic growth of her community. 

 

A total of 1631 people will be directly benefitted through this initiative. 

 

“Our approach is not just implementing good initiatives; it’s about empowering communities to 

take ownership, ensuring sustainability far beyond our involvement. The Rural Rising Program 

exemplifies our vision. In collaboration with our CSR partner, we created a sustainable legacy of 

positive change in the community by engaging and developing the capacities of local 

administration and community members, formed strategic partnerships, and meticulously planned 

for maintenance.”, said Rajesh Krishnan, Chief Executive Officer, United Way of Bengaluru. 

 

Ajay Khanna, Senior Vice President and Managing Director, Herbalife India, said, “Our vision, 

shared with United Way Bengaluru, has transformed lives across Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil 

Nadu for over three years. Today, Vadavalli Gram Panchayat in Coimbatore stands as a testament 



 

to that commitment. From upgraded Anganwadis to empowered PWDs, each milestone fuels our 

confidence. We see families securing livelihoods and children armed with renewed dignity and 

hope, inspiring us to push forward, building a brighter future, together.” 
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Rural Rising brings positive change in 
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